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English AF
The English learning podcast for queer English learners
Episode 2 – Out and about in Brighton
Learner materials: Prepositions of place
Welcome to your free learner materials for Episode 2! This pack includes a grammar reference guide, three exercises and a vocabulary section. Work through the exercises before checking your answers. 🌈
GRAMMAR REFERENCE
Prepositions of place: Quick guide
Use this table as a reference while you work through the exercises. You can also keep it handy when you're speaking or writing in English.

	Preposition
	Meaning
	Examples

	in
	enclosed / general space
	in the car, in the café, in Brighton, in the corner of a room

	on
	surface / transport services
	on the table, on the train, on the bus, on the plane, on the corner of a street, on the beach

	at
	specific point or location
	at the bus stop, at the end of the street, at work, at the Pride parade

	under / below
	lower than something
	under the arches, below the pier, the flat below mine

	above / over
	higher than something
	above the shops, the flat above mine, flying over the city

	behind
	at the back of
	behind the hotel, behind the seafront

	in front of
	facing / further forward
	in front of the Pavilion, standing in front of the stage

	next to / beside
	directly alongside
	next to the pub, beside the sea

	between
	in the space separating two things
	between the South Downs and the sea, between two friends

	among / amongst
	in the middle of several things
	among the crowd, amongst friends

	along
	following the length of
	along the seafront, along the street

	through
	from one side to the other
	through the Lanes, through the gap in the trees

	toward / towards
	in the direction of
	heading towards the park, walking toward the sea

	opposite
	directly facing, on the other side
	opposite the library, opposite the station



Tip: In the car, but on the bus, on the train, on the plane. Think of 'on' for transport services you board, and 'in' for private vehicles you get inside.
Tip: On the corner of a street – but in the corner of a room.


EXERCISE 1
Brighton gap-fill
Fill in the missing prepositions. The answers are in the right-hand column – cover them up until you're ready to check!
Tip: listen to the episode again while following the transcript to spot prepositions in context.

	#
	Sentence
	Answer

	1
	Brighton is a city _____ the south coast of England.
	on

	2
	It sits _____ the South Downs and the English Channel.
	between

	3
	It's about an hour _____ the train _____ London.
	on / from

	4
	The pebble beach stretches _____ the shoreline.
	along

	5
	The piers jut out _____ the sea.
	into

	6
	Kemptown is _____ the east _____ the city centre.
	to / of

	7
	Queer venues are dotted _____ the streets.
	along

	8
	The parade starts _____ the seafront and snakes _____ the streets.
	at / through

	9
	It heads _____ Preston Park _____ the north _____ the city.
	toward / to the north of

	10
	Crowds stand _____ buildings and _____ trees to cheer.
	in front of / under




EXERCISE 2	
Correct or incorrect?
Each sentence contains a preposition. Is it correct or incorrect? If incorrect, write the correct version. The answers are in the right-hand column – cover them up until you're ready to check!

	#
	Sentence
	Correct?
	If incorrect...

	1
	Jerome was sitting painting their nails in the corner of the room.
	Correct
	

	2
	Celeste was waiting for her partner on the corner of the street.
	Correct
	

	3
	Hari left her umbrella in the bus.
	Incorrect
	on the bus

	4
	Marcos and Kim drove to London in their car to attend the Pride march.
	Correct
	

	5
	Rowan lives at Brighton.
	Incorrect
	in Brighton

	6
	River stood at the front of the toilet queue.
	Incorrect
	In the front of the queue

	7
	Bonnie sat between Remy and Finn at the drag show.
	Correct
	

	8
	Rav’s flat is on the second floor, just above mine.
	Correct
	

	9
	They met at the Pride parade and fell in love immediately.
	Correct
	

	10
	Rumi put the rainbow flag in the corner of their bedroom.
	Correct
	



Notes on tricky ones
Question 3: on the bus – we use on for public transport services (bus, train, plane, tram). Think of boarding a service rather than getting inside a vehicle.
Question 5: in Brighton – we use in for cities and towns. At Brighton does not work in English.
Question 6: in the front of – this is a prepositional phrase. At the front of is not correct in English.


EXERCISE 3
Write your own
Now it's your turn. Write a sentence for each prompt using a preposition of place. Try to use a different preposition each time. This will help you get more comfortable using prepositions naturally.

Example: I live on the third floor of a block of flats, next to a small park.

	#
	Prompt
	Your sentence

	1
	Where do you live? (floor, building, street)
	

	2
	What is near your home?
	

	3
	Where is your favourite place in your city?
	

	4
	How do you get to work or school?
	

	5
	Describe where something is in your room.
	



Want to go further? Write a short paragraph (5–7 sentences) describing where you live, using as many prepositions of place as you can. Share it in the community – we'd love to read it!


VOCABULARY
Key words & phrases from Episode 2
Here are the key terms from this episode, with definitions and examples using members of the English AF family.

To kick (something) off phrasal verb, informal
To start something, often with energy and enthusiasm. Used for events, series, meetings or conversations. Originally from football.
We kicked off the series with pronouns – a fittingly inclusive place to start.

Pesky  adjective, informal
Annoying or irritating, but in a mild, almost affectionate way. Used for things that are a nuisance rather than truly troubling. Slightly old-fashioned but charming – worth knowing for listening and reading.
Prepositions are pesky little words – small but surprisingly powerful.

Let alone  phrase
Used to emphasise that something is even less likely or more difficult than something already mentioned. The second thing is always harder or more extreme than the first. Structure: [difficult thing], let alone [even more difficult thing].
Prepositions are tricky for learners of any language, let alone English.
Note: Another example: Rumi hadn't come out to their flatmates, let alone their parents.

In/out of the closet  phrase
In British English, a closet is a small storage cupboard, more commonly called a wardrobe. However, the phrases to be in the closet (keeping one's sexuality or gender identity secret) and to come out of the closet (usually shortened to come out) are used in British English, borrowed from American queer culture. The closet as a metaphor is powerful: it implies hiding in a small, uncomfortable space. Coming out of it implies release and stepping into the light.
Finn had been in the closet at work for years before he finally came out to his team. The reaction was so positive he wished he'd done it sooner.

Native language/mother tongue  noun phrases
Both mean the language a person grew up speaking from childhood – learned naturally at home, before any formal education. Mother tongue is slightly more poetic; native language is more neutral and widely used in language learning. 
Prepositions rarely translate directly from your native language – what works in Spanish, Japanese or Arabic won't necessarily work in English.

Queer capital  noun phrase
An informal term for a city widely recognised as a centre of LGBTQ+ culture, community and visibility. Not an official designation – but Brighton, San Francisco, Amsterdam and Berlin are among the cities most commonly given this title.
Brighton is often called the queer capital of the UK – a title it wears with considerable pride.

Compact  adjective
Small and efficiently arranged, with everything close together. Often used to describe cities or spaces where things are within easy reach. Not a negative word – compact implies convenience and walkability.
Brighton is a compact, walkable city – you can get from Kemptown to the Lanes in under twenty minutes on foot.


EXERCISE 4
Vocabulary: Matching exercise
Match each term (1–7) to its correct definition (A–G).

	#
	Term
	Match
	#
	Definition

	1
	To kick (something) off
	
	A
	Small and efficiently arranged, with everything within easy reach

	2
	Pesky
	
	B
	A city widely recognised as a centre of LGBTQ+ culture and community

	3
	Let alone
	
	C
	The language someone grew up speaking at home before any formal education

	4
	In/out of the closet
	
	D
	To start something with energy and enthusiasm

	5
	Native language / mother tongue
	
	E
	Mildly annoying in an almost affectionate way

	6
	Queer capital
	
	F
	Used to emphasise that something is even more difficult than what was already mentioned

	7
	Compact
	
	G
	A metaphor for keeping one's sexuality or gender identity secret, and for disclosing it



Answer Key
1-D, 2-E, 3-F, 4-G, 5-C, 6-B, 7-A
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