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English AF
The English learning podcast for queer English learners
Episode 3 – Read the room: The secret language of queer fashion – Adjectives
Learner materials
Welcome to your Episode 3 learner materials! This pack includes a grammar reference, six exercises and a full vocabulary guide. Work through the exercises before checking your answers – and listen back to the episode with the transcript to spot even more adjectives in the wild. 🌈
GRAMMAR REFERENCE
Adjectives: quick guide
What is an adjective?
An adjective describes or modifies a noun – a person, place or thing. It tells us about size, colour, age, shape, origin, material, personality or opinion.

Position: attributive vs predicative
Attributive – before the noun: Andy wore a flamboyant shirt.
Predicative – after a linking verb: Andy's shirt was flamboyant.

The order of adjectives
When using multiple adjectives, English follows a specific order – instinctive for native speakers, but worth learning consciously:

	Opinion
	Size
	Age
	Shape
	Colour
	Origin
	Material
	Purpose

	gorgeous
	oversized
	vintage
	oval
	crimson
	Italian
	silk
	evening



Tip: You rarely need more than two or three adjectives in one sentence. But the order still applies – even with just two: a gorgeous silk scarf ✓, a silk gorgeous scarf ✗.

Gradable vs non-gradable adjectives
Gradable adjectives exist on a spectrum. Use: very, quite, fairly, rather, extremely, incredibly
Remy's outfit was very bold.
Non-gradable adjectives are absolute – something either is or isn't. Use: absolutely, completely, totally, utterly
Jerome's look was absolutely iconic.

Tip: Avoid 'very unique', 'very perfect' or 'very impossible' – these are non-gradable. Use 'absolutely unique' instead.

EXERCISE 1
Count the adjectives
Several English AF family members were invited to a fund-raising fashion show. Here are How many adjectives can you find? Write your count in the column, then list the adjectives you spotted. Check your answers below.

	#
	Description
	My count
	Adjectives I found

	1
	Remy
First up is Dominique, in a breathtaking, floor-length, vintage crimson gown with a dramatic sculptural collar. They move like the whole room is their personal runway – because it is.
	
	

	2
	Rav
Next, Rav in a sharply tailored charcoal suit with a delicate lavender pocket square – a small, knowing nod to queer history.
	
	

	3
	Finn
Then Finn, in a distressed black leather jacket over a simple white t-shirt and perfectly worn-in jeans. Effortlessly cool in a way that looks completely accidental but is absolutely not.
	
	

	4
	Rowan
Rowan follows in an extraordinary oversized cobalt coat – structured at the shoulder, dramatically wide at the hem – paired with chunky silver jewellery and immaculate white trainers.
	
	

	5
	Celeste
And finally, Celeste, in a sleek, minimalist, ivory jumpsuit with bold geometric embroidery along the cuffs. Understated and completely devastating.
	
	



Answers

	#
	Count
	Adjectives

	1
	7
	breathtaking, floor-length, vintage, crimson, dramatic, sculptural, personal

	2
	7
	tailored, charcoal, delicate, lavender, small, knowing, queer

	3
	8
	distressed, black, leather, simple, white, worn-in, cool, accidental

	4
	9
	extraordinary, oversized, cobalt, structured, wide, chunky, silver, immaculate, white

	5
	7
	sleek, minimalist, ivory, bold, geometric, understated, devastating



EXERCISE 2
Adjective order
Put the adjectives in the correct order before the noun given. Write your answer in the right-hand column.
Remember: Opinion – Size – Age – Shape – Colour – Origin – Material – Purpose

	#
	Scrambled adjectives + noun
	Your answer

	1
	Italian / silk / gorgeous / pink / evening [scarf] 
	

	2
	leather / battered / small / brown [jacket]
	

	3
	velvet / purple / long / stunning / 1970s [coat]
	

	4
	French / vintage / tiny / leather [handbag]
	

	5
	sequinned / enormous / ridiculous / gold [hat]
	

	6
	cotton / white / crisp / fitted [shirt]
	

	7
	retro / oval / silver / chunky [brooch]
	

	8
	denim / worn-in / blue / classic [jeans]
	



Answers

	#
	Scrambled
	Correct order

	1
	Italian / silk / gorgeous / pink / evening
	gorgeous pink Italian silk evening scarf

	2
	leather / battered / small / brown
	small battered brown leather

	3
	velvet / purple / long / stunning / 1970s
	stunning long 1970s purple velvet coat

	4
	French / vintage / tiny / leather
	tiny vintage French leather handbag

	5
	sequinned / enormous / ridiculous / gold
	ridiculous enormous gold sequinned hat

	6
	cotton / white / crisp / fitted
	crisp fitted white cotton shirt

	7
	retro / oval / silver / chunky
	chunky oval retro silver brooch

	8
	denim / worn-in / blue / classic
	classic worn-in blue denim jeans



EXERCISE 3
Gradable or non-gradable?
For each adjective: (a) decide if it is gradable or non-gradable, and (b) choose the correct intensifier from the options given.
Gradable: very / quite / fairly / extremely – Non-gradable: absolutely / completely / utterly / totally

	#
	Adjective
	Type
	Best intensifier(s)
	Example sentence

	1
	bold
	Gradable
	very / quite / extremely
	Jerome's outfit was very bold.

	2
	iconic
	Non-gradable
	absolutely / completely
	That look was absolutely iconic.

	3
	flamboyant
	Gradable
	very / quite / incredibly
	Remy's style is incredibly flamboyant.

	4
	perfect
	Non-gradable
	absolutely / utterly
	The outfit was absolutely perfect.

	5
	androgynous
	Gradable
	quite / fairly / very
	Finn's look was quite androgynous.

	6
	unique
	Non-gradable
	absolutely / completely
	River's style is completely unique.

	7
	stunning
	Non-gradable
	absolutely / utterly
	Bonnie's look was utterly stunning.

	8
	colourful
	Gradable
	very / quite / fairly
	Dominique's wardrobe is very colourful.

	9
	impossible
	Non-gradable
	absolutely / completely
	The collar was absolutely impossible to ignore.

	10
	eclectic
	Gradable
	incredibly / very / rather
	Kim's style is incredibly eclectic.




EXERCISE 4
Gap-fill: Adjectives in context
Cover the right-hand column to hide the answers, then fill in the missing adjective in each sentence. All answers come from the main body of the episode – listen back if you need a clue!

	#
	Sentence
	Answer

	1
	Fashion is a freedom that a lot of us in big, _____ cities take for granted.
	cosmopolitan

	2
	Perhaps you have found _____ ways to express your identity that go under the radar.
	subtle

	3
	On the opening night of his play, an actor was given a _____ carnation to wear on stage.
	green

	4
	Cecil Graham was described as a _____, dandy figure, not unlike the writer himself.
	witty

	5
	It caught on to become a _____ symbol of identity among men who loved men.
	powerful

	6
	Women wanted to leave behind the _____ discomfort and heaviness of Victorian fashion.
	suffocating

	7
	Tailoring became popular, often paired with _____ lipstick and high heels.
	bold

	8
	The hanky code emerged in the _____ 1970s in busy, anonymous cities.
	early

	9
	The system featured over 40 _____ colours and patterns, each with a specific meaning.
	different

	10
	The _____ triangle was reclaimed by gay rights activists and worn with deliberate pride.
	pink




VOCABULARY
Key words & phrases from Episode 3
Here are the key terms from this episode, with definitions and examples using members of the English AF family.

Read the room  phrase (informal)
To understand the mood, atmosphere or unspoken expectations of a social situation and respond appropriately. Originally from performance and comedy. Often used in the negative – can't read the room – to describe someone who has spectacularly misjudged a situation.
Marcos walked into the office party, clocked that everyone was in conservative formal wear and immediately buttoned up his sequinned shirt. He knows how to read the room.

Bat an eyelid  phrase (informal)
To show surprise, shock or concern – almost always used in the negative: not bat an eyelid, meaning to show no reaction at all, to remain completely unbothered. The image is of someone so unfazed they don't even blink.
Remy turned up to Sunday lunch at Jamie's in a full floor-length sequinned gown. Jamie's mum didn't bat an eyelid. She just asked if they wanted gravy.
Note: Note the spelling: eyelid is one word. You may also see bat an eye in American English – same meaning.

Go under the radar  phrase (informal)
To avoid being noticed or detected. Radar is technology used to detect aircraft – if something goes under it, it flies too low to be picked up. Used figuratively to mean passing unnoticed. Also heard as ‘fly under the radar’.
Rowan had been wearing a small rainbow pin on their bag for months. It went completely under the radar at work – until a colleague spotted it and quietly said: me too.

Sapphic  adjective
Relating to women who are attracted to women. Derived from Sappho, the ancient Greek poet from the island of Lesbos, whose surviving poetry is filled with passionate expressions of love for women. The word lesbian also comes from Lesbos – Sappho gives us two words for the price of one. Increasingly used as a warm, inclusive alternative to lesbian, particularly by younger speakers.
The sapphic coding of the garçonne look – the tailored suits, the short hair, the deliberate rejection of conventional femininity – was a way of signalling identity in a world that had no safe language for it yet.

In this department  phrase (informal)
In this particular area or respect. Used to refer to a specific subject just mentioned, without naming it again. Useful and economical – informal but not slangy, fine in most contexts outside formal writing.
When it comes to androgynous style, Radclyffe Hall was a genuine trailblazer. We can look to her as a trendsetter in this department.
Note: Also used self-deprecatingly: 'I'm not great in the cooking department.'

Androgynous / Androgyny  adjective / noun
Having characteristics of both masculinity and femininity, or neither exclusively. From the ancient Greek andros (man) and gynē (woman). Androgyny in fashion refers to styles that blend or deliberately refuse conventional gender distinctions. Androgynous is about aesthetic presentation; it is distinct from non-binary, which is about gender identity.
Finn's look was quietly androgynous – a fitted floral blouse tucked into straight-leg trousers – and he wore it with the easy confidence of someone who has never once questioned whether it suited him.

Flamboyant  adjective
Strikingly bold, colourful, extravagant or attention-seeking in style or manner. From the French flamboyer, meaning to flame or blaze – to be flamboyant is to burn brightly. Sometimes used as a coded euphemism for gay with occasionally pejorative connotations, particularly for gay men, so context matters. As a descriptor of clothing or style, it is positive and widely used.
Jerome's flamboyant personal style – bold prints, clashing colours, oversized silhouettes – made them instantly recognisable at any event. They described it as 'dressing like the room needs to know I've arrived'.

Reclaimed / Reclamation  adjective / noun
To reclaim something is to take it back – to transform the meaning of something negative into something positive or empowering. Reclamation is the act of doing so. Both are deeply resonant words in queer history. The word queer itself is one of the most significant examples of reclamation in the English language.
The pink triangle was originally a symbol of persecution. Its reclamation by gay rights activists in the 1970s – inverted, defiant, worn with deliberate pride – transformed it into one of the most powerful symbols of queer resistance.

Butch  adjective / noun (informal)
Describing a masculine gender expression, particularly in women, non-binary people and some gay men. Butch identity – often understood alongside its counterpart, femme – is a fully developed gender expression with its own distinct culture, codes and history within queer communities. Used as an insult historically but widely reclaimed. Not synonymous with transgender, though a person can be both trans and butch.
Kate's style was uncompromisingly butch – heavy boots, worn-in denim, a battered canvas jacket with a small rainbow flag patch on the sleeve. She had spent years being told to dress more feminine. She had spent years not listening.


EXERCISE 5
Vocabulary: Matching exercise
Match each term (1–9) to its correct definition (A–I).

	#
	Term
	Match
	#
	Definition

	1
	Read the room
	
	A
	Strikingly bold, colourful or extravagant in style or manner

	2
	Bat an eyelid
	
	B
	To avoid being noticed or detected by others

	3
	Go under the radar
	
	C
	Taking back something negative and transforming it into something empowering

	4
	Sapphic
	
	D
	Having characteristics of both masculinity and femininity, or neither exclusively

	5
	In this department
	
	E
	To show surprise or concern – almost always used in the negative

	6
	Androgynous / androgyny
	
	F
	Relating to women who are attracted to women; derived from the ancient Greek poet Sappho

	7
	Flamboyant
	
	G
	In this particular area or respect

	8
	Reclaimed / reclamation
	
	H
	A masculine gender expression, particularly in women and non-binary people

	9
	Butch
	
	I
	To understand the mood or atmosphere of a situation and respond appropriately



Answer Key
1-I, 2-E, 3-B, 4-F, 5-G, 6-D, 7-A, 8-C, 9-H

EXERCISE 6
Vocabulary: Fill the gaps
Cover the right-hand column to hide the answers, then complete each sentence using a word or phrase from the vocabulary section. You may need to change the form of the word.

	#
	Sentence
	Answer

	1
	Rowan walked into the boardroom in head-to-toe sequins and nobody _______________. They respect that.
	batted an eyelid

	2
	Radclyffe Hall was a genuine trendsetter _______________  – her androgynous style was decades ahead of its time.
	in this department

	3
	Kim has a wonderfully _____________ wardrobe – bold prints, clashing textures, colours that have no business being together and yet somehow work.
	flamboyant

	4
	The word queer is a powerful example of _____________ – a former slur transformed into a term of pride.
	reclamation

	5
	Finn's look was quietly _____________ – a fitted floral blouse tucked into straight-leg trousers, worn with complete ease.
	androgynous

	6
	Rav had been wearing a small rainbow badge on their bag for weeks. It completely _____________ until a colleague spotted it and smiled.
	went under the radar

	7
	Kate's style was uncompromisingly _____________ – heavy boots, worn-in denim and a jacket she had owned for fifteen years.
	butch

	8
	The _____________ coding of the garçonne look was unmistakable to those who knew how to read it.
	sapphic

	9
	A good host knows how to _____________  – Marcos always knows when to turn up the music and when to quietly bring out more food.
	read the room
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