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English AF
The English learning podcast for queer English learners
Episode 4 — The Queer Canon: Anne Lister
Learner materials: The Simple Past
Welcome to your free subscriber materials for Episode 4! This pack contains five exercises, a grammar reference and a vocabulary guide. As always, work through the exercises before checking your answers. 🌈

Tip: listen to the episode again while working through these materials. The Anne Lister segment is particularly useful for the grammar exercises – you'll spot more simple past forms every time you listen.


EXERCISE 1
True, false or not given? (Cover up the answers before looking!)
Read each statement about Anne Lister. Decide whether it is ‘True’, ‘False’ or ‘Not given’ based on what you heard in the episode. ‘Not given’ means the episode did not give you enough information to say either way.

Write T (True), F (False) or NG (Not Given) next to each statement.
	#
	Statement
	T/F/NG
	Answer

	1
	Anne Lister was born in London.
	
	False

	2
	Her family were landowners.
	
	True

	3
	Anne was happy with the education available to girls at the time.
	
	False

	4
	Anne Lister wrote all of her diary entries in code.
	
	False

	5
	Arthur Borrell cracked Anne Lister's code in the 1930s.
	
	False

	6
	Eliza Raine helped create the secret code.
	
	True

	7
	Mariana Belcombe left her husband to be with Anne Lister.
	
	Not given

	8
	Anne and Ann Walker exchanged rings and took communion in 1834.
	
	True

	9
	Anne Lister died in Halifax.
	
	False

	10
	The blue plaque in Halifax has been updated since it was first installed.
	
	True



Explanations
1.  She was born in Shibden Hall, Halifax, Yorkshire.
2.  The transcript states her family were landowners and relatively wealthy.
3.  She didn't want to make do with a standard girl's education and sought extra lessons.
4.  Only around one sixth of entries were written in code.
5.  John Lister cracked the code. Arthur Borrell advised him to burn the diaries.
6.  Together they created the secret code Anne used throughout her lifetime.
7.  The transcript says Mariana married for money and the relationship cooled, but no mention of leaving her husband.
8.  The transcript states they exchanged rings and took communion on 30th March 1834.
9.  She died abroad, in Georgia (the country). Ann Walker transported her body back to England.
10.  It was installed in 1994 and updated in 2019 to better reflect their relationship.


EXERCISE 2
Simple Past: Gap-Fill
Put the verb in brackets into the correct simple past form. Some sentences are negative – look out for 'not'. Some are questions. Answers are in the right-hand column — cover them until you're ready to check.

	#
	Sentence
	Answer

	1
	Anne Lister _____ (be) born in Halifax in 1791.
	was

	2
	She _____ (not / want) a standard girl's education.
	didn't want

	3
	She _____ (write) between 4 and 5 million words in her diaries.
	wrote

	4
	John Lister _____ (not / burn) the diaries as he _____ (be) advised to.
	didn't burn / was

	5
	Ann Walker _____ (have) the social standing that Anne _____ (crave).
	had / craved

	6
	The two women _____ (take) communion together in 1834.
	took

	7
	_____ Anne Lister _____ (die) in England? No — she _____ (die) abroad.
	Did / die / died

	8
	Rumi _____ (not / know) how to tell their parents they were moving to France, so they _____ (write) them a letter instead.
	didn't know / wrote

	9
	_____ Finn _____ (enjoy) his first camping trip? He _____ (love) every second of it.
	Did / enjoy / loved

	10
	Bonnie and Nicola _____ (meet) in Brighton and _____ (become) inseparable.
	met / became



Remember: after didn't, the main verb always goes back to its base form. And irregular verbs are the same for all subjects: she wrote, they wrote, we wrote.


EXERCISE 3
Pronunciation: Sorting the ‘-ed’ ending
Regular verbs in the simple past end in -ed – but that -ed is not always pronounced the same way. There are three possible sounds:

•  /t/  after voiceless consonant sounds: walked, talked, missed
•  /d/  after voiced consonant sounds and vowels: lived, loved, travelled
•  /ɪd/  after verbs ending in a /t/ or /d/ sound: wanted, needed, visited

Sort the verbs below into the correct column. Say each word aloud as you decide.

Verbs to sort: walked  •  lived  •  wanted  •  talked  •  loved  •  invested  •  looked  •  travelled  •  needed  •  laughed  •  devised  •  decided  •  missed  •  discovered  •  visited  •  crossed  •  remembered  •  craved

	/t/  (e.g. walked)
	/d/  (e.g. lived)
	/ɪd/  (e.g. wanted)

	walked talked looked laughed missed crossed
	lived loved travelled devised discovered remembered
	wanted invested needed decided visited craved



The /ɪd/ ending is the one learners most often over-apply — saying 'walk-id' or 'love-id'. Say the verb aloud and listen for whether the base form ends in a T or D sound. If it doesn't, you almost certainly need /t/ or /d/, not /ɪd/.


EXERCISE 4
Correct or incorrect?
Each sentence contains a simple past verb form. Is it correct or incorrect? If incorrect, write the correction. The English AF family appear in some of the sentences — in perfectly ordinary situations, because that's what they get up to.

	#
	Sentence
	Correct?
	If incorrect...

	1
	She didn't wanted to make do with a standard education.
	Incorrect
	She didn't want...

	2
	Anne wrote in code to protect her thoughts.
	Correct
	

	3
	Did John Lister burned the diaries?
	Incorrect
	Did John Lister burn the diaries?

	4
	They taked communion together in 1834.
	Incorrect
	They took communion together in 1834.

	5
	Rowan didn't tell their parents straight away.
	Correct
	

	6
	Did Finn enjoyed the camping trip?
	Incorrect
	Did Finn enjoy the camping trip?

	7
	Kim and Marcos went to the farmers' market on Saturday.
	Correct
	

	8
	Rav and Celeste didn't met online.
	Incorrect
	Rav and Celeste didn't meet online.

	9
	Tom cooked dinner for his flatmates last night.
	Correct
	

	10
	She writed her diary every single day.
	Incorrect
	She wrote her diary every single day.



Key reminders
After didn't / did not, use the base form — never the past form.
She didn't want ✓     She didn't wanted ✗
In questions with did, use the base form of the main verb.
Did he enjoy? ✓     Did he enjoyed? ✗
Irregular verbs must be learned — there is no -ed shortcut.
She wrote ✓     She writed ✗     They took ✓     They taked ✗


GRAMMAR REFERENCE
The simple past: Quick guide
	Form
	Structure
	Example

	Affirmative (regular)
	Subject + verb + -ed / -d
	She invested in railways.

	Affirmative (irregular)
	Subject + irregular past form
	She wrote in code. He went abroad.

	Negative
	Subject + didn't + base form
	He didn't burn the diaries.

	Question
	Did + subject + base form + ?
	Did she keep a diary?

	Short answer
	Yes, she did. / No, she didn't.
	Did she write in code? Yes, she did.



Irregular verbs from this episode
	Base form
	Simple past
	Base form
	Simple past

	be
	was / were
	keep
	kept

	have
	had
	make
	made

	write
	wrote
	become
	became

	go
	went
	meet
	met

	take
	took
	give
	gave

	fall
	fell
	know
	knew




VOCABULARY
Key words & phrases from Episode 4
Here are the key terms from this episode, with definitions and examples. Some use members of the English AF family; others use Anne Lister herself.

Canon  noun
A collection of works, people or ideas considered so significant and essential that they define a subject. The literary canon. The film canon. And now, thanks to this podcast, the Queer Canon — a collection of individuals whose lives and stories are not footnotes to history but central chapters of it. Note: one n in the middle. A cannon with two n's fires cannonballs. Different thing entirely.
Anne Lister certainly belongs in the queer canon — and there will be others joining her.

Alliteration  noun
The repetition of the same sound at the beginning of words that appear close together. It gives language rhythm and makes phrases stick in the memory — which is why poets use it, advertisers use it, and podcast hosts naming recurring series use it. English is full of alliterative phrases that have survived precisely because of their sound.
Queer Canon, Brighton Beach, Pride Parade — alliteration at work.
Note: Wet and wild, bold and beautiful, fast and furious are all alliterative. Notice they all feel satisfying to say aloud.

Cognitive load  noun phrase
Your brain has a limit to how much it can process at any one time. Cognitive load describes the mental effort being used at a given moment. When you're learning a language, your cognitive load is already high — you're translating, parsing grammar, listening for unfamiliar words and trying to understand meaning simultaneously. Learning through content you genuinely find interesting reduces that load, because your brain is engaged rather than grinding.
That's the thinking behind English AF — lower the cognitive load, raise the enjoyment.

The love of someone's life  noun phrase
The one. The person whose loss leaves a mark that no one else quite fills — the relationship that defines all others. Every language has a version of this phrase and every culture has a version of this feeling. Can also be used with gentle irony.
In Anne Lister's case, the love of her life was arguably Mariana Belcombe. Lister continued to love her long after it made any practical sense to do so. Relatable, honestly.
Note: The phrase can be used ironically: 'The love of Hari's life is a good cup of tea and a true crime podcast.'

Courtship  noun
The process of pursuing a romantic relationship — the period of getting to know someone with the intention of becoming their partner. In Anne Lister's era, courtship was formal and ritualised: calling cards, chaperoned visits, carefully worded letters. Today it looks rather different. To court is also a verb, with a slightly old-fashioned flavour that's part of its charm.
Anne courted Ann Walker with characteristic determination. Social calls turned into something rather more serious.
Note: Modern equivalents of courtship might include a carefully curated dating profile, a series of texts left on read, or a long walk along Brighton seafront pretending to be casual.

Slur  noun
A word or phrase used as an insult against a person or group — typically targeting their identity. Slurs are weaponised language: chosen specifically to demean, exclude or humiliate. Queer communities have repeatedly taken slurs and reclaimed them — turning insults into badges of identity and pride.
The press called Anne Lister 'Captain Tom Lister', a slur mocking her masculine presentation. The BBC drama Gentleman Jack reclaimed a similar insult as its title.
Note: The word 'queer' itself is the most prominent example of reclaimed language. We covered this in Episode 1 — it's a thread that runs through the whole series.

To devise  verb
To invent, plan or create something using intelligence and imagination. Often used for systems, plans, codes or strategies. Slightly more deliberate and clever-sounding than simply 'to make' or 'to create'.
Anne and Eliza devised the secret code together at boarding school — a system so effective it wasn't cracked for over a century.

Shrewd  adjective
Having sharp, practical judgement — especially in financial or business matters. A shrewd person sees through situations quickly and makes smart decisions. It's a compliment, though it can carry a hint of admiration mixed with slight wariness.
Anne was a shrewd businesswoman who invested in railways, mining and stone quarries at exactly the right moment.


EXERCISE 5
Vocabulary: Matching exercise
Match each term (1–10) to its correct definition (A–J).

	#
	Term
	Match
	#
	Definition

	1
	Canon
	
	A
	The person who defines all others in a romantic sense; the one whose loss leaves a lasting mark

	2
	Alliteration
	
	B
	To take back a word or concept previously used as an insult and redefine it on your own terms

	3
	Cognitive load
	
	C
	A person who keeps a diary regularly

	4
	The love of someone's life
	
	D
	Having sharp judgement, especially in practical or financial matters

	5
	Courtship
	
	E
	The process of pursuing a romantic relationship before becoming partners

	6
	Slur
	
	F
	The mental effort required to process information at any given moment

	7
	To devise
	
	G
	To invent or plan something using intelligence and imagination

	8
	Shrewd
	
	H
	A collection of works, people or ideas considered so essential they define a subject

	9
	Diarist
	
	I
	An offensive word or phrase used to demean or insult a person or group

	10
	To reclaim
	
	J
	The repetition of the same sound at the beginning of words appearing close together



Answer Key
1-H, 2-J, 3-F, 4-A, 5-E, 6-I, 7-G, 8-D, 9-C, 10-B

Want more? Subscribe to English AF for free materials with every episode.
Follow us and join the community — because everyone deserves to learn English in a space that feels like home. 🏳️‍🌈🏳️‍⚧️
englishaf.co.uk
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